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Ending Poverty, Advocating for 
RACIAL, GENDER, AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE
GHLA attorneys work to improve the circumstances for people living in 
poverty and to strengthen our community. We increase safety from violence, 
preserve housing, stabilize income, improve health, and expand educational 
opportunity. We understand that more people of color and women live in 
poverty because of structural racism and sexism, and that bias can reduce 
options and opportunities. To address the harm, we focus on priorities and 
strategies that advance equity, reduce poverty and grow opportunity.  

Attorneys handled 2680 legal cases

Through community legal education helped 5700 people

Advanced the rights of 1000s more through  

systemic advocacy

NUMBERS

Thank you so much for all of your efforts in helping me and my family through this extremely 
hard time. I’m glad things were able to be worked out outside of court.  – GHLA Client



SAFETY
Civil legal remedies offer important safety options for victims living in poverty, and an 
alternative to criminal legal system responses. 

Launched the Domestic Violence Restraining Order Project in Hartford’s 
Family court, the state’s busiest restraining order docket. GHLA’s lawyers coordinate 
with Interval House domestic violence program to address the complex legal, family and 
safety issues of domestic violence victims.  

Attained a no contact Restraining Order for a client whose partner, following their 
breakup, shot at her home and threatened to kill her and her family.

HOUSING
Launched Greater Hartford’s Eviction Right to Counsel Program, as part of 
the Statewide Eviction Right to Counsel program (CT-RTC)– serving 60% more low-
income tenants facing eviction than the pre-pandemic average. Across the state 69% 
of CT-RTC clients statewide identified as female, and more than 75% of CT-RTC clients 
identified as people of color.  

Helped a survivor of domestic violence who works as a home health aide and raises 
four children on her own to keep her apartment and her Section 8 housing subsidy.

 BENEFITS
Government benefits are limited and can be difficult to access for some who need them. 
GHLA’s advocacy resolves access issues for eligible individuals and works systemically 
to expand access and increase these essential resources.  

Restored SNAP benefits for a three-generation household after they were all 
stricken with COVID and could not document the son’s last date of work at a fast food 
restaurant.

Attained a significant change in the Temporary Family Assistance program 
standards– from a regional “standard of need” (SON) to a statewide eligibility standard 
tied to the federal poverty level (FPL), in partnership with the statewide legal aid network—
resulting in increased cash benefits for all very low-income people in the program.

RESULTS



EDUCATION 

Assisted a 12 year old non-binary student with a history of being bullied, family 
loss, school avoidance, and trauma, in attaining a diagnostic placement at a clinical 
therapeutic school. 

Advocated successfully to change the laws and program structures to make 
Connecticut’s technical schools system more welcoming and supportive of students 
with disabilities. 

 

SECOND CHANCES
Obtained a pardon of a criminal record for a single mother of two – getting a 
pardon will allow her to get her RN license after she finishes nursing school.

Obtained a pardon for a middle-aged man, who can now become a full-time 
firefighter in the town where he is on training/provisional status.

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT
Provided legal advice and crucial information to clients and community partners 
at sites across Greater Hartford including Enfield Social Services Department, Hands on 
Hartford, Hartford Police Department Homeless Outreach Van, Hartford Public Library, 
Manchester Community College, Mi Casa Family Services/Hispanic Health Council, 
Open Hearth Shelter, and South Street Church.

I cannot begin to thank you all enough.  I am so overwhelmed by your kindness and help.   
I can never repay you giving me my life back.  – Pardon Client

RESULTS
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Greater Hartford Legal Aid gratefully acknowledges the financial support received from the following funders:

American Rescue Plan Act (Eviction Right to Counsel Program)
City of Hartford Community Development Block Grant
Connecticut Bar Foundation (IOLTA)
Connecticut Health Foundation
Department of Housing
Department of Social Services – Block Grant
Greater Hartford Legal Aid Foundation, Inc.
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
The Hartford 
Judicial Branch Court Fees Grant-in-Aid
Judicial Branch Grant-in-Aid
Judicial Branch – Restraining Order Grant Program
National Resource Center on Domestic Violence
Older Americans Act (North Central Area Agency on Aging)
Singer Connecticut Public Service Fellowship
Town of West Hartford
United Way of Central and Northeastern Connecticut
Victim of Crime Act (CT Office of Victim Services)

GHLA is honored to have the generous support of individuals, law firms, corporations and 
other donors. These donors are listed in the following GHLA Foundation Campaign Report.

pro bono HONOR ROLL

FUNDERS



June 2023

Again in 2022 the GHLA Foundation supported GHLA lawyers’ skilled, high-impact 
anti-poverty advocacy. Your generosity helped change the lives of people with 
no other recourse– increasing safety from violence, preventing homelessness, 
stabilizing income supports, improving health, and growing educational and 
employment opportunity.

The pages that follow honor our vital partnership with lawyers, law firms and corporations 
who support access to justice. Over the period covered by this report, January – 
December 2022, we are proud to report we raised a near-record total of $471,975.

The Foundation extends special thanks to Raytheon Technologies Corporation and 
its attorneys for their extraordinary commitment. RTX’s remarkable 2022 total was 
$181,336 with 100% of RTX’s Connecticut-based attorneys making gifts. Also, we 
want to highlight and thank Robinson & Cole for its outstanding gift of $34,000, and 
Shipman & Goodwin for its generous contribution of $30,000. Finally, our sincere 
thanks to our Board members for your work throughout the Campaign season to 
secure law firm and corporate donations, and for your personal financial contributions.

The GHLA Foundation supports flexible and much-needed advocacy for a large and 
diverse population of low-income people across greater Hartford. As we continue 
to broaden the base of financial and in-kind support for this crucial work, we thank 
you for your role in providing opportunity, fairness and a way out of poverty for 
GHLA’s clients.     

 Very truly yours,

     
Zachary R. Osborne     Jamey Bell
RTX Attorney & GHLAF Board President    Executive Director, GHLA

Letter from 
THE PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



CELEBRATING LEADERS for JUSTICE GALA
October 6, 2022

GHLA Foundation Board 
President Zack Osborne, 
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Counsel, Raytheon 
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Law Firm Leader McCarter 
& English:  Alexandria 

McFarlane, Zane Johnson, 
Gregory Hall, Justyn 

Stokely, Moy Ogilvie, Hon. 
William Bright, Joseph 

Boccia, Kimberly Wantek, 
Shawn Smith



PRATT & WHITNEY HANGAR MUSEUM
East Hartford

GHLA Foundation 
Immediate Past President 
Ricardo Anzaldúa & GHLA 
Foundation Secretary  
Debra Ruel

Advocacy Leader U.S. 
Senator Chris Murphy

Individual Leader Vaughan 
Finn, Litigation & Advocacy 
Director Giovanna Shay, 
Individual Leader Steve 
Nightingale
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Celebrating Leaders For Justice
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Law Firm Donors
Billable Hour Per Attorney

Brown Rudnick LLP
Consumer Law Group LLC
Cowdery & Murphy LLC
Day Pitney LLP
Donald L. Hamer LLC
Louden, Katz & McGrath
McCarter & English LLP
Reid & Riege P.C.
Robinson & Cole LLP
Shipman & Goodwin LLP
Stohler ADR PLLC
Walsh Woodard LLC

$150 or more Per Attorney

Cox & Osowiecki LLC
O’Sullivan McCormack Jensen & Bliss PC
Rogin Nassau LLC

Other Law Firm Gifts

Conway Stoughton LLC
Fallon Law Office LLC
Fazzano & Tomasiewicz LLC
Thomas M. Flanagan P.C.
Howard, Kohn, Sprague & Fitzgerald LLP
Killian & Donohue LLC
Leone, Throwe, Teller & Nagle
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
The O’Neil Law Firm P.C.
Law Offices of Jan Carol Rosenthal
Law Office of H. Dyke N. Spear, Jr.
Steven A. Tomeo & Associates LLC
Zimberlin Law LLC

Corporation Donors
$25,000 or more

Raytheon Technologies Corporation

$4,500 - $24,999

The Hartford

Matching Gifts
Abbott Laboratories - EGC
Assured Guaranty Corp.
AT & T
Empower Retirement LLC
The Hartford
Raytheon Technologies Corporation
Stanley Black & Decker
Symetra

Special Gifts
Amazon Smile Foundation
John & Kelly Hartman Foundation
McDonald Family Trust
William A. & Shirley P. Yolles Support Foundation

In Kind Gifts
Emily Poulin
Tricia Rose
Debra & James Ruel

2022 GHLA Foundation Donors

My kids are doing better in school, thanks to getting their educational needs met.  My lawyer 
communicated with me to make sure that I understood everything.   – Education Client



Gifts from Individuals
$1,000 or more

Ricardo A. Anzaldúa
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Peter & Ellen Gundersen
David E. & Amy Hall
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Edward J. Heath
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An-Ping & Sara Hsieh
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Ted & Alicia Perrault
Robin Plachy
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M. Adil Qureshi
Michael R. & Nancy C. Rion
Joseph K. Scully
The Honorable Joseph M. Shortall & Sara L. Bernstein
Gregory R. Stephenson
Robert J. Stillman & Leslie Fass
Anita Stone
Richard E. Thibodeau
Viet C. & Nancy Tran

Matthew T. Wax-Krell & Carrianna K. Field
Thomas K. & Jennifer C. Wedeles
Charles R. Welsh
Daniel E. Wenner
Diane W. & Gary L. Whitney
Lisa A. Zaccardelli

$500 - $999

Michael J. Andreana
Lisa G. Bakanas
Lynn B. Banis
Irene E. Bassock
Janet & Paul Belval
James E. Bowers
Francis & Mary Brady
Elizabeth A. Bye
Matthew Carney
Francisco Cebada
Matthew E. Cvercko
George Dagon & Trisha Beatty
Sean & Jennifer Delaney
Leander A. Dolphin
Patrick M. Fahey
Brian J. Fisco
Shelley D. Geballe
Thadd A. Gnocchi
Gail Gottehrer
Steven & E.J. Greenspan
Lee D. Hoffman
Christine R. Hwang
Paul M. Iannaccone
Robert C. Jenkins
Jonathan A. Kaplan
Richard M. & Catherine I. Kaplan
The Honorable Joette Katz
Laurie S. Kaufman
Michael E. Kozlik
Craig & Elke Kulas
Lisa S. Levin
Scott Lydon
Martin J. Magnusson
Jacob P. Martinez
Meite Meshel & Ramon Esponda
Catherine A. Mohan
Andrew D. Moore
Andrea Donovan Napp
Nicole Owren-Wiest
Patricia Pac
Bryan K. Pollard
Jose Recio



Kate Robinson
David C. Robinson
Christine Rua & Thomas Flynn
Morgan P. Rueckert
James M. Ruel
Debra & James Ruel
Michael S. Russo
William H. Sawyer
John A. Schuster
Lee S. Sharp
Kristen Sherman
Todd M. Siegel
Philip M. Small & Deborah R. Figarsky
Shawn Smith
Christie Stahlke
Dr. Jason Tanzer & The Honorable Lois B. Tanzer
Scott A. & Cynthia B. Trenholm
Alexander & Maria Tsarouhas
Paula-Marie Uscilla
Kevin E. Verge
Nicole Vitrano
Cheryl Wawrzonkiewicz
Susan K. Krell & Robert P. Wax
Jason S. Weathers
Marcus Leef & Stephanie Weissglas
Robert K. Yass & Mary-Jane Eisen
Jonas S. Zikas

$200 - $499

Shirley A. Bendza
John A. Berman
Rachelle Bidon-Lewis
Raymond & Karen Bliss
Suzanne S. Bocchini
Roger & Judi Bunker
Robert M. Cheverie
Geoffrey L. & Janet A. Colegrove
Frank F. Coulom, Jr.
Lorraine & Ronald Daigle
Sandra K. Davis
Tiffany Donelson
Sam Faulise
Lawrence R. Fish
Timothy & Dina Fisher
Patrick J. & Eileen M. Flaherty
Elliot Zweig & Doreen Fundiller-Zweig
Susan L. Garten
James G Green, Jr.
Preston Green
Michael F. & Marion B. Halloran

Marcia L. Hincks
Hank Hoffman
The Honorable Robert L. Holzberg
The Honorable Stephen F. Frazzini & 
  The Honorable Sheila A. Huddleston
Eric L. Kemmler
Lewis & Roberta Kurlantzick
Natalie M. Mackiel
Ann B. Mulcahy
Joshua A. Mullin
Richard S. Order
Brent M. Owen
Daniel I. & Beth B. Papermaster
James & Mary Pelletier
Laura G. Pels
Susan J. Pels & Joseph E. Sweigart
David Platt
Luciano Racco
Erin Rankin
Dan Reagan & Peggy Burchenal
Asker A. Saeed
Adam Samarillo
Jacqueline Pennino Scheib
Natasha A. Sharubina
Montgomery T. Shaw
Joslyn L. Aubin & Giovanna Shay
James Sicilian
Vikramjit C. Singh
Jennifer L. St. Hilaire
Marcy T. Stovall
Stephen B. & Margery S. Swigert
The Honorable Samuel H. Teller & Joan D. Teller
Martha Weis & George Podgorski
Edward B. Whittemore
John C. Yavis, Jr.
Nick Zaino
Albert & Barbara Zakarian
Joseph C. Zemetis

$1 - $199

John J. Alissi
Kathleen & Sherwood Anderson
Barbara & Raymond Andrews
Peter Arakas & Karen Kellerman
Barry F. Armata
David P. Atkins
Ian Ayres
Laura Baker
Drew K. Barber
Daniel Barrack



Jon & Alice Bauer
The Honorable Robert E. Beach, Jr.
The Honorable Marshall K. Berger & Karen K. Berger
Brenda M. Bergeron & Michael V. DeMicco
Louis B. Blumenfeld
Joseph E. Boccia
Robert H. & Catherine Boone
Donald L. Borod
Nicole Boston
The Honorable William H. Bright, Jr.
Lorna Burkhardt
Stephen J. Burnham
David M. & Marian B. Call
Ellen M. Carter
Meagan A. Cauda
Dennis G. Ciccarillo
Ayesha R. Clarke
Chris C. Cobb
Robert & Lynn Coffey
Kate McGinnes Collins
Elizabeth A. Curry
Timothy & Laura Curry
The Honorable Eric Daniels & Patricia Daniels
Jeremy De Roxas
Enelsa Díaz
Joseph Dieso
Lillian Donner-Jacobson
Susan C. Doran
The Honorable Christina G. Dunnell
Maryam Elahi
Jan & Sydney Elkin
Joel M. Ellis
Joel Emlen
Alician A. Fabish
Joshua R. Feldman
Sharon Kowal Freilich
Marc B. Friedman
Lee Friend
Bill Goddard
Dara P. Goings
Ronald Gold
Jenna M. Goldman
David B. Gorman
Robert J. Gorman, Jr.
Gregg P. Goumas
Joseph Grabarz
Marilyn K. & Jeffrey G. Grody
Clarissa Guerrero
Peter M. Haberlandt
David & Sara Hadden
Anne M. Hamilton

Mrs. Maxwell Heiman
Pamela R. Hershinson & David L. Coleman
Charles D. Hines
Christopher J. Hug
Laurie J. Hunt
Kristin & Eric Ingellis
James R. Ingrassia
Herbert G. Isaacson
Mathew P. & Valerie S. Jasinski
Warren & Ruth Johnson
Stephanie A. Johnson
Juan Juan
Leon M. Kaatz
Jasper Kan
Jamie Karabetsos
Rosalind Silverstein Katz
Jamie Katzman
William J. Kilgallen
Brittany A. Killian
Brion J. Kirsch
Amy L. Klein
Sara Kornbluh
Bernard & Gale Kosto
Mark E. Kovitch
Robert J. Krzys
Nicholas H. Lam
Margaret A. Lareau
Martin P. Lavelle
Linda C. Lehmann-Taylor
The Honorable George Levine
Lisa Levy & James Schulwolf
Margaret P. Levy
Katherine Lindahl
Shawn G. Love
Lucy Lubashev
Pamela D. Lucas & John R. Nealon
Shirley Ma
Angelica Mack
Ruth H. Mantak
Julie T. Martin
Harry N. & Janice Mazadoorian
Matthew McCaffrey & Sara Lourie
Bradford Meacham
Tom & Meg Meiklejohn
Jeffrey Morey
Priya S. Morganstern
The Honorable John F. Mulcahy, Jr.
Geoffrey Naab
Ilia M. O’Hearn
Jonathan B. Orleans
Linda Pagani & Tim Wolf



Theodore M. & Nancy A. Pappas
Miecha Parker
Alan S. Parker
Mitchell W. & Susan T. Pearlman
Ashley Picker Dubin
Richard & Lisa Plavin
Raphael L. Podolsky
Bruce S. Putterman
Diana Rabeh
Robert A. Randich
John Reh
George W. & Phyllis R. Ripley
William G. & Carolyn D. Rock
Raul A. Rodriguez
Thomas G. Rohback
Emily & Stuart D. Rosen
Lisa DeRenzo & Mark A. Rosenblum
John W. Rossitter
Sandra Sapere
Anna Sardinskas
Kumi Sato
Betsy R. Schiavone
Alan & Lea Schmerler
Sydney T. Schulman
Rachel L. Schumacher
Kelly A. Scott
Jenna M. Scoville
Edmund & Ellen See
Richard I. Sellman
The Honorable Samuel J. Sferrazza
Namita T. Shah
Tanya A. Sheff Farmer
Alyse & Jay Sicklick
Robert H. Smith, Jr.
Robert Sneckenberg
Jeffrey & Deborah Stein
Justyn P. Stokely
Susan K. Stoppelman
Roberta Swafford & David Hoopes
Meghan M. Sweeney
Kathleen M. Tracy
Richard Voigt
David K. Ware
William F. Welz
Mark F. Williams
W. Joe Wilson
John Wisse
Sharon F. Heyman & Barry S. Zitser

Tribute Gifts
In Memory of: 

Thomas J. Groark, Jr.
  Vaughan Finn & Stephen L. Nightingale
  Joseph K. Scully

Judge Maxwell Heiman
  Mrs. Sylvia Heiman

Gerry Jasper
  Erin Rankin

David Pels
  Raul A. Rodriguez

Janet H. Robinson
  Kate Robinson

In Honor of:
 
Jamey Bell
  Priya S. Morganstern
  Debra C. Ruel

GHLA Staff
  Edward J. Heath
  Lisa Levy
  Stohler ADR PLLC

Edward J. Heath
  David & Sara Hadden

Vaughan Finn & Steve Nightingale
  Dan Reagan

We really appreciate your time in making the special effort to do a home visit to execute my 
parents’ living will documents.        – Family of GHLA Client

Note: In this report clients’ identifying information has 
been changed to protect their privacy. The pictures in 
this report do not reflect actual clients or staff.
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